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When the Assyrian king Ashurbanipal died in 627, his son SARACUS___________ seized the throne in Babylon, but he was immediately challenged and driven out by the native Chaldean prince, NABOPOLASAR___________.  The battle between these two kings, representing Assyria and Babylon, lasted for about _7____________ years, but all the while, another force was rising in the east under the Median king CYAXERES___.

Early in the reign of King Josiah of Judah, when the temple was being refurbished, a ‘book’ was found which was read to the young king.  He tore his robes, and sent to the prophetess HULDAH___________ to inquire whether there was any hope to avert the judgment of God.  What was her response?

JUDGEMENT WOULD COME – NOT ON HIS WATCH

In the year 616, Assyria found itself in a vulnerable position.  It was that year the NABAPOLASAR (BABYLON) marched against Assyria.  The king of Assyria was put on the defensive, and appealed for help to PSAMMATICHUS________, who was the king of EGYPT_____________.  The following year Assyria was attacked by another power, MEDIA_(CYAXERES)_______, who finally attacked and sacked the Assyrian capital of Assur.  It was at Assur that the Medes and Babylonians entered an alliance that was sealed by marriage between NEBUCHADNEZZAR and AMYTIS_________.

In approximately the year 608, the prophet HABAKKUK______________ brought his complaining message to God, asking how God could judge his people using others less righteous than they.  The king in Jerusalem at the time was JEHOIAKIM__, who had been put on the throne by _NECHO__________________.  In 605, however, NEBUCHADNEZZAR______, the crown prince of Babylon arrived.  He defeated the EGPTIANS____________ at Carchemish, and then changed the loyalty of the Jewish king.  From there he attacked the land of EGYPT____________, but his attack was cut short by what event? __DEATH OF NABOPOLASSAR___________________.

In 601, Nebuchadnezzar returned to the field of battle, attacking __EGYPT_______.  The result of the battle was ______DRAW___________________.  Two years later, the king of Judah, along with several other nations in Syria and Palestine, revolted against the Babylonian.  When Nebuchadnezzar returned in 598, the king of Judah died, and Nebuchadnezzar placed on the throne of Judah its last king, _ZEDEKIAH_______.

Please name and briefly describe any three of the visions or object lessons mentioned by Ezekiel in the first five chapters of his prophecy. Use only space provided.

FOUR CREATURES (1)

THRONE ON WHEELS (1)

EAT THE SCROLL (3)

EZEKIEL IS MUTE (3)

MODEL OF JERUSALEM (4)

SHAVING HIS HAIR (5)

When Zedekiah made overtures to the king of Egypt, in the year about the year 591, Ezekiel announced a parable to the exiles of Israel involving a great __EAGLE_____, who stood for the king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, and Zedekiah’s plans to rebel against that king.  Ezekiel concluded his prophetic word at this time by giving another parable, in which the two nations, Judah and Israel, were pictured as two STICKS___________________.

In about 590, the prophet Jeremiah wrote a letter to the exiles in Babylon, in which he encouraged them to SETTLE DOWN__________________________________.  The following year, a new king came to the throne of Egypt named APRIES___________, and he and Zedekiah agreed that Zedekiah would revolt against Nebuchadnezzar.  The prophet __JEREMIAH_______ warned about the foolishness of the plan. As expected, Nebuchadnezzar returned to the region in 589, and after defeating the army of __EGYPT__(APRIES)___, he laid siege to Jerusalem.  On the very day that Jerusalem was put under siege by Nebuchadnezzar, Ezekiel announced his prophecy of the _COOKING POT__________________________.  

The city of Jerusalem finally fell to the Babylonians in the year __586_____, the month of August.  Zedekiah tried to escape, but was captured.  Nebuchadnezzar punished Zedekiah for his rebellion by __KILLING SONS - EYES_____________________.  The land of Judah was emptied out with on the poorest remaining, under the governor appointed by Nebuchadnezzar, whose name was ___GEDELIAH______.  Shortly after the fall of Jerusalem, Jeremiah wrote a great lament for the fallen city, which is called the book of _LAMENTATIONS______________________________.  

Shortly after the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel announced his famous vision of                  __DRY BONES_______________ which is found in Ezekiel 37. The main meaning of the vision was _____ISRAEL WOULD RETURN________________________.

The year following the collapse of Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to the city of __TYRE_____________, but the city held out against the siege for __13____ years.  It may have been during this period that Nebuchadnezzar had a dream of a great ___TREE_________________.  The dream was interpreted by Daniel to mean: 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR WOULD LOSE MIND

Nebuchadnezzar died in the year 562, and was followed by his son,                         __EVIL-MERODACH______________.  Although this king is generally viewed as a wicked and incompetent king, he did do one positive thing that is recorded in the Bible.  What was that? ____ELEVATED JOHOIACHIN_________________________

The next king of Babylon was _____NERIGLISSAR_______________, who reigned from 560 to 556.  This king claimed a right to the throne based on _MARRIAGE______________________________.  This king’s son was named __LABASHI-MARDUK____________, and he died in the same year by what means? _TORTURE________________________________.

Finally, in 556, the last king of Babylon took the throne.  He was Nabonidus, and claimed a right to the throne based on ____MARRIAGE__________________________.  The most cherished dream of Nabonidus was to ___RESTORE TEMPLE OF HARAN _.  He knew he was not strong enough to do this on his own, so he contacted the young and brilliant price of Persian, whose name was __CYRUS_______________, to help him.  

Soon after these events, Nabonidus moved his residence to ___TEMA_________ in the Arabian peninsula, and remained there for about _____10________ years.  During those years, he left the care of Babylon in the hands of his son, whose name was ___BELSHAZZAR______________________.  In the first year of this son’s rule over Babylon, Daniel had  vision recorded in Daniel chapter 7.  Briefly describe the vision and its meaning:

FOUR BEASTS: LION – BABYLON; BEAR – PERSIA; LEOPARD – GREECE;

IRON BEAST - ROME

In the year 548, Daniel had another vision.  What was the general content of this vision, and what was happening in the Near East at the time that corresponded to the vision announced by Daniel?

RAM AND GOAT – PERSIA V. GREECE

AT THE TIME, CYRUS WAS CAMPAIGNING IN ASIA MINOR

In 539, _CYRUS__(PERSIA)_____ marched on Babylon.  The book of Daniel records what was happening in Babylon at that time in chapter 5.  What is the story recorded there?

HANDWRITING ON THE WALL

BONUS POINTS:

In the space below, list the minor prophets in the correct order and position, and provide the year in which each brought his prophetic message:



Prophet



Year
1) OBADIAH




850


2) JOEL





850


3) JONAH




780


4) AMOS




750


5) HOSEA




750


6) MICAH




730


7) NAHUM




640


8) ZEPHANIAH



632


9) HABAKKUK



608


10) HAGGAI




520


11) ZECHARIAH



520


12) MALACHI




430

