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Study Questions (01-02)




Name

What is the basic story of the Epic of Gilgamesh?  Why has the discovery of the Epic been important for biblical studies?

Gilgamesh meets Enkidu – close friend. Travel to Cedar Forest. Humbaba. Shamash 

helps. Enkidu dies. Gilgamesh laments. Meets Ut-naphishim.

Close parallels to the Biblical account of the flood. 

What are the principal points of similarity between the Gilgamesh Epic and the biblical accounts of the flood? What are the principal points of dissimilarity?

Flood – animals – birds released – one family.

Gods angry – short flood - .

What were the chief characteristics of the end of the Early Dynastic Period?

Law code. Culture, enterprise, philosophy, religion. Decentralized. Cooperation. 

Loss of cohesion. Amorite invasion. 

What were the principal cities vying for power in the north and south of Mesopotamia after the fall of Ur in 2004?

Larsa and Isin in the south (1-31)

Assur and Eshnunna in the north (p. 1-33)

What was the significance of the word “babylon” with respect to Mesopotamian religion?  What was the most important symbol of that religion?

Gate of the gods. Ziqqurat. 

When did Abraham leave “Ur of the Chaldeas,” and what was the route of his travel?

Abraham migrated to Haran in 1917. Remained in Haran until 1876. 

What were the major accomplishments of Hammurabi, and what was happening in the biblical account during his reign?

First five years – internal administration. Next 25 years – military campaigns. 

Hammurabi – 1792 – 1750. Most famous for Hammurabi’s Code. This was the period

of the patriarchs. 

What led to the fall of Old Babylon?  Who took control of the region?  What other kingdom had been established in the south of Mesopotamia at the same time?

Attacked by the Hittites. Kassites. Sea-Land. 

