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What was the attitude of Alexander the Great when he took control of Egypt?  How did the Egyptian people view him?

He was very respectful of Egyptian culture and religion.

They viewed him as a true Pharoah

What two rulers took control of Egypt and Syria? What was the relationship between them?  

Ptolemy I took control of Egypt. Seleucus took control of Syria.

Seleucus had served under Ptolemy with Alexander. 

How does the Book of Daniel describe what happened in Alexander’s empire after his death?

His empire was broken up into four separate domains. 

Ptolemy I had two sons. Briefly explain what happened to each after the death of Ptolemy.

Ptolemy Keraunos was exile, and went to Thrace where he lent help to Lysimachus.

Ptolemy II was elevated to rule, and Ptolemy I himself demoted himself to the position

of a palace guard.

What were the circumstances of the end of the Second Syrian War?

Ptolemy II attacked Syria in 260, trying to get territory in Asia Minor. The battle lasted

for twelve years, ending when Ptolemy gave his daughter Berenice to Antiochus II in

marriage. 

What happened in the life of Laodice, the wife of Antiochus, when Ptolemy sent Berenice to Syria?

Laodice was divorced by Antiochus II, and she was bitter. When Ptolemy III attacked

in 245, Antiochus divorced Berenice, and remarried Laodice. Soon thereafter, however,

she poisoned Antiochus, hoping to put her son Seleucus II on the throne. 

Why was Antiochus III called “the Great”?

He was called great because he was one of the most competent rulers of Syria. He, 

along with Ptolemy IV of Egypt and Philip V of Macedonia, would forever change the 

shape of the Mediterranean world. 

What was the significance of the Battle of Raphia?  What happened at the battle?

Antiochus III took Palestine in 219, and then moved to invade Egypt. The battle was 

fought at Raphia in 217. Antiochus III lost. Ptolemy squandered his victory, while

Antiochus III regrouped and prepared for a further invasion later. 

What did Antiochus III do after he lost the battle of Raphia.  What did Ptolemy do?

See above. 

Who were the two wives of Ptolemy II?

He first married Arsinoe I, the daughter of Lysimachus of Thrace (285).

Arsonoe I was banished on false charges, and he then married his full sister, Arsinoe II. 

