Bible Context





______________________________

Exam – Chapter One
(105 points)


Name

The land of Mesopotamia was located between the two great rivers, the Tigris____________ and Euphrates___________.  The word, Mesopotamia means ________between the rivers______________________________________.  Name four of the most important cities of the region.  ___Ur____________________, ________Isis__________, ____Babylon__________, _____Nippur___________.  

The most important means of transportation into and out of Mesopotamia involved ____the rivers_______________________. The topography of the region was generally _______swamp_____________, and agriculture depended on a complex system of ______________irrigation___________________.

The region to the east of Mesopotamia is called _Elam____________________, while the ____Zagros________________ Mountains were to the northeast.  South of Mesopotamia was the ____Persian Gulf___, the body of water leading to the Indian Ocean. The word ‘Sumerian’ refers primarily to a ______language________.  Sumerian civilization was discovered in the mid-19th century when archeologists uncovered _____cuneiform________________________________.

One of Sumer’s important contributions to subsequent history was its religious themes, and especially the gods of the Sumerian pantheon.  Among them the astral deities included the moon-god __Nanna (Sin)_____________ who controlled lunar months, and the Sun-god ___Utu (Shamash)______, who was the god of justice.  At the top were the three great male gods: 1) ___An / Anu_____________ embodied the great presence and personality of the sky.  2) The patron god of Nippur,  __Enlil_____________, was raised to the supreme rank and became the nation god of Sumer.  He was wrested of his authority, however, by _____Markuk______, the hero of the Babylonian creation epic, Enuma Elish.  3) The third deity was _Enki__________________, whose main quality was that of _______Intelligence___________________.

Please briefly describe the Sumerians cosmology (view of the structure of the universe).  Draw a picture to illustrate Sumerian cosmology.  Label the parts.

The relationship between the gods of Sumer and their worshipper might be best characterized by the word  _____interdependence_______________. Sumerians believed that at death, a person’s soul goes ______to the underworld______ (where?). The Sumerian ‘paradise’ was commonly known as___Dilmun____________________.  Please name three parallels between Sumerian mythology and the early chapters of the book of Genesis:

Paradise

Flood

Plant of life

The name of the famous Mesopotamian myth, Enuma elish, means

 ____when on high________. In the Epic of Gilgamesh, the character known as Ut-napishtim corresponds to __Noah________________________. The early dynastic period ended in the year ____2316________________ B.C.
The Second Dynasty of Ancient Mesopotamia was called ___Akkad_____, and lasted from the year ___2334_________________ to the year ____2193________.  The first king of this Dynasty was ______Sargon________________, who extended the boundaries of his territory widely, and succeeded in uniting the language groups of ___Semetic________________________ and _____Sumerian________________.  

The Third Dynasty of Mesopotamia was named for its chief city, ___Ur___________, and extended from the years ____2112______________ to ___2004________________. The Biblical character, ____Abraham_________, was from this city.

The first king of the third dynasty, ____Ur-Nammu_____________, is generally credited with giving what has been considered as the world’s most ancient collection of ____laws___________________. Even more important, however, were the famous structures known as ______Ziqqurats___________________.  The Biblical story of the ____Tower of Babel_____________ probably involved one of these structures.

With the collapse of the third dynasty, Mesopotamia was split between north and south. In the north, the cities of ___Eshnunna___(p.33)____ and ___Assur__________ vied for control. In the south, on the other hand, the cities of __Larsa_________ and ______Isin_________ were locked in competition for the region that had been Sumer. 

The word Babylon probably means ____gate of the gods_____. The greatest king of the Old Babylonian Dynasty was Hammurabi, who reigned from __1792_________ to __1750____.  The first few years of the reign of Hammurabi were devoted to matters of ___administration______________________. Then, about five years after ascending the throne, he gradually began a campaign of ____military conquest______________.  By the time of the publication of his famous Code, Hammurabi controlled all of Mesopotamia and also the region of ___Assyria_________________ to the north.  The Code has been important because of its similarities to _Moses__________________.  The achievements of Hammurabi were impressive, but short-lived.  His reign was followed by several other rulers, but the Old Babylonian Dynasty finally fell in the year 1595 when it was invaded by the ______Hittites______ who attacked from the north.  

Match each term with its best description:

	__8___  Sumer
	1. Birthplace of Abraham

	__6___  Ziggurat
	2. First King of Dynasty of Akkad

	__4___  Marduk
	3. Greatest king of Old Babylon

	__2___  Sargon
	4. Babylonian god

	__1___  Ur
	5. Conquered Old Babylon

	___3__ Hammurabi
	6. A tower used for worship

	__5___  Hittites
	7. Trade Center

	__7___  Haran
	8. Earliest known civilization


In the space below, please identify four similarities between the Epic of Gilgamesh and the story of the Flood in the Old Testament.

1) Boat

2) Birds

3) Flood

4) Gods

Please list below four differences between the Epic of Gilgamesh and the Flood story of the Old Testament.

1) Time

2) 

3)

4)

What are the three major civilizations associated with ancient Mesopotamia? 

1) Sumer

2) Assyria

3) Babylon
According to the video on Mesopotamia, when was most of the Bible written?

During the exile
What did Austen Henry Layard discover?

Nineveh – Epic of Gilgamesh

