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______________________________

Exam – Chapter One




Name

The land of Mesopotamia was located between the two great rivers, the TIGRIS_____________ and _EUPHRATES________.  The word, Mesopotamia means __BETWEEN TH RIVERS___________________________________.  Name four of the most important cities of the region.  __UR_____________________, ___ISIS___________________, __BABYLON_______, __NIPPUR___________.  

One of Sumer’s important contributions to subsequent history was its religious themes, and especially the gods of the Sumerian pantheon.  Among them the astral deities included the moon-god __Nanna (Sin)_____________ who controlled lunar months, and the Sun-god ___Utu (Shamash)______, who was the god of justice.  At the top were the three great male gods: 1) ___An / Anu_____________ embodied the great presence and personality of the sky.  2) The patron god of Nippur,  __Enlil_____________, was raised to the supreme rank and became the nation god of Sumer.  He was wrested of his authority, however, by _____Markuk______, the hero of the Babylonian creation epic, Enuma Elish.  3) The third deity was _Enki__________________, whose main quality was that of _______Intelligence___________________.

The name of the famous Mesopotamian myth, Enuma elish, means

 ____when on high________. In the Epic of Gilgamesh, the character known as Ut-napishtim corresponds to __Noah________________________. The early dynastic period ended in the year ____2316________________ B.C.
The scholar-priest of Egypt, Manetho, divided the history of Egypt into ___30-32____ dynasties, beginning with the founder of the first dynasty, __MENES_________, and ending with Necbatano, the last pharaoh.  This history of Egypt is divided into periods when Egypt was unified under one ruler, called ____KINGDOM_____, and times when Egypt was divided among two or more competing authorities, called _INTERMEDIATE____.  The list provided by Manetho is not directly available, but was incorporated in the writings of the Jewish historian, __JOSEPHUS________, who wrote about 70 A.D.   Egypt is generally arid, except along the ___NILE_______River, which runs through its length, north to south.  It was for this reason that the Greek historian Herodotus gave Egypt the name, __THE GIFT OF THE NILE__________.  

The Egyptian “New Kingdom” began with the ___18TH_______ Dynasty and extended from the year ________1570__________ to the year ___1070___________ B.C.

The New Kingdom Age is especially interesting to students of the Bible because during its first dynasty, what important event probably took place? ____EXODUS_________.

King Tutankhamun reigned from ___1334_____________ to _____1325____.  Almost immediately after his installation, there were moves to reinstate in Egyptian life _____RELIGION_______________________.  Tut died at the age of 17, probably as a result of ____VIOLENCE______________.  He left his wife, Ankhesenpaaten in a very precarious position, and she attempted to form an alliance with the ____HITTITE_____ kingdom by proposing _______MARRIAGE___________________________.

The period of time extending from 1300 to 1100 B.C. generally corresponds in Biblical history to the period of  _____JUDGES_______________ while the period from 1100 to 900 corresponds to the period of _____KINGDOM______________.  During this time, the three civilizations that interplay include the Hittites, which were generally located in the region of ____ANATOLIA___________, the Mycenaeans who were in the region of ________GREECE________________ and the Phoenicians who were in the region of ___________LEBANON_________________________.  

The Hittite king who took the throne in 1320 was Mursilis II.  He was able to maintain the southeastern trade route, and also his buffer-state of Mitanni protected him against the growing aggressive energies of the ____ASSYRIA___________.  He also foresaw that eventually a showdown could come with the land of ___EGYPT________, which was rebuilding and preparing for a assault into the region of Syria and Phoenicia.  

Little was known about the Minoan culture before the discovery in around the year 1900 A.D. of the great palace at ______KNOSSOS___________.  The discovery was made by the British archeologist, _____ARTHUR EVANS_____.  The palace appeared to have been damaged by a natural disaster in the year ____1628______________.  Some have identified this disaster with the legendary civilization named by Plato as ____ATLANTIS________________________.

Phoenicia refers to a narrow strip of land which is now largely contained in modern ___LEBANON___________________.  

The period known as the Assyrian Empire began in the year ___745___ and continued until the fall of Nineveh in the year ___612___.  The first king of this period, often regarded as the true founder of the Assyrian Empire, was TIGLATH-PILESER III. Early in his reign, this king focused on the Medes to the east, and the Chaldaean tribes in southern Mesopotamia.  Once these matters were cared for, this king began his campaign through Syria, receiving submission from many of its princes, including _REZIN______ of Damascus and _MENAHEM______ of Israel.  When the Israelite king died in 742, he was replaced by his son, Pekahiah, but Pekahiah only reigned two years before he was killed in a palace coup by his successor, _PEKAH_______ of Israel.  In the same year, 740, King Uzziah of Judah died, and the prophet __ISAIAH____________ was commissioned to proclaim God’s word to the nation.  

About five years later, Ahaz took the throne of Judah, and was immediately confronted with a proposal for rebellion against Assyria by other princes of Syria.  When he refused, he was attacked by __REZIN____________________ and by __PEKAH____ .  As he was preparing for a possible siege, Ahaz was confronted by the prophet __ISAIAH_____ who offered to provide to Ahaz a sign.  

Ahaz preferred to trust an alliance with __TIGLATH-PILESER III_, and over the next few years the conspirators were defeated or killed.  In Israel, the king was killed, and the throne taken by the last king of Israel whose name was ___HOSHEA______.  After the defeat of the conspirators, Ahaz traveled to the city of ____DAMASCUS___ and there saw a great ____ALTAR___________.  He wanted to build of duplicate in Jerusalem, and sent plans back to the high priest for that purpose.

The worst year of Ashurbanipal’s reign was ____653____________, in which he faced simultaneous revolts in three locations.  The three locations were: 1) __EGYPT______, 2) ____BABYLON_____________, and 3) _______MEDIA_____________________.

Early in the reign of King Josiah of Judah, when the temple was being refurbished, a ‘book’ was found which was read to the young king.  He tore his robes, and sent to the prophetess HULDAH___________ to inquire whether there was any hope to avert the judgment of God.  What was her response?

JUDGEMENT WOULD COME – NOT ON HIS WATCH

In the year 616, Assyria found itself in a vulnerable position.  It was that year the NABAPOLASAR (BABYLON) marched against Assyria.  The king of Assyria was put on the defensive, and appealed for help to PSAMMATICHUS________, who was the king of EGYPT_____________.  The following year Assyria was attacked by another power, MEDIA_(CYAXERES)_______, who finally attacked and sacked the Assyrian capital of Assur.  It was at Assur that the Medes and Babylonians entered an alliance that was sealed by marriage between NEBUCHADNEZZAR and AMYTIS_________.

In approximately the year 608, the prophet HABAKKUK______________ brought his complaining message to God, asking how God could judge his people using others less righteous than they.  The king in Jerusalem at the time was JEHOIAKIM__, who had been put on the throne by _NECHO__________________.  In 605, however, NEBUCHADNEZZAR______, the crown prince of Babylon arrived.  He defeated the EGPTIANS____________ at Carchemish, and then changed the loyalty of the Jewish king.  From there he attacked the land of EGYPT____________, but his attack was cut short by what event? __DEATH OF NABOPOLASSAR___________________.

In 601, Nebuchadnezzar returned to the field of battle, attacking __EGYPT_______.  The result of the battle was ______DRAW___________________.  Two years later, the king of Judah, along with several other nations in Syria and Palestine, revolted against the Babylonian.  When Nebuchadnezzar returned in 598, the king of Judah died, and Nebuchadnezzar placed on the throne of Judah its last king, _ZEDEKIAH_______.

Nebuchadnezzar died in the year 562, and was followed by his son,                         __EVIL-MERODACH______________.  Although this king is generally viewed as a wicked and incompetent king, he did do one positive thing that is recorded in the Bible.  What was that? ____ELEVATED JOHOIACHIN_________________________

The next king of Babylon was _____NERIGLISSAR_______________, who reigned from 560 to 556.  This king claimed a right to the throne based on _MARRIAGE______________________________.  This king’s son was named __LABASHI-MARDUK____________, and he died in the same year by what means? _TORTURE________________________________.

Finally, in 556, the last king of Babylon took the throne.  He was Nabonidus, and claimed a right to the throne based on ____MARRIAGE__________________________.  The most cherished dream of Nabonidus was to ___RESTORE TEMPLE OF HARAN _.  He knew he was not strong enough to do this on his own, so he contacted the young and brilliant price of Persian, whose name was __CYRUS_______________, to help him.  

Soon after these events, Nabonidus moved his residence to ___TEMA_________ in the Arabian peninsula, and remained there for about _____10________ years.  During those years, he left the care of Babylon in the hands of his son, whose name was ___BELSHAZZAR______________________.  

BONUS POINTS:

In the space below, list the minor prophets in the correct order and position, and provide the year in which each brought his prophetic message:



Prophet



Year
1) OBADIAH




850


2) JOEL





850


3) JONAH




780


4) AMOS




750


5) HOSEA




750


6) MICAH




730


7) NAHUM




640


8) ZEPHANIAH



632


9) HABAKKUK



608


10) HAGGAI




520


11) ZECHARIAH



520


12) MALACHI




430

