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What were the major cities of the western Mediterranean at the time the Roman republic was being formed?  With what civilizations were those cities associated?


What was the situation of Rome at the time of the formation of the republic?  What new office was created in Rome to reflect the power of the common people?

Who was the man generally recognized as raising the status of Syracuse to a city of civilization and prestige? What was his background?

What was the political situation in Syracuse during the mid-fifth century? How did that differ from its previous political organization?

Who was the pro-Spartan leader of Syracuse during the attack on the city by Athens in the year 416?  How did he respond to the attack?

What caused the city of Syracuse to abandon democracy, and restore strong leadership?  Who was placed in the position of rule at that time?

What battles did Rome fight toward the end of the fifth century, and how did that affect its growth?

When did the Romans create the office of “Praetor”?  What was the significance of that office?

Why was Plato sent to Sicily?  What was he hoping to accomplish?  How successful was he?

What was the effect on Dionysius II when he won a prize in Athens for his play, The Ransoming of Hector?

